
IT’S UP TO US
The Ceres storm drain system consists 
of a network of pipes throughout the city 
that prevents flooding of streets when it 
rains. Since the storm drain system is not 
connected to the sewer system and does not 

Helpful Tips

Keep waterway protection in mind 
whenever work is performed on your 
property. The property owner is ultimately 
responsible for correcting any pollution 
problems caused by construction 
activities and home repairs. Penalties 
may be more severe if storm drain 
pollution is not reported promptly and 
cleaned up.

Illegal dumping is a significant source 
of stormwater pollution. If you see 
someone pouring paint, motor oil, or 
any of the other materials listed above 
into the gutter or storm drain, call the 
City of Ceres immediately at 
the phone number(s) below:

filter water or debris, any pollutant that flows 
into the storm drain ends up in our waterways, 
including TID canals and the Tuolumne River. 

Preventing stormwater pollution is vital to the 
health of our neighborhoods, our parks and our 
environment. A good way to keep groundwater 
and surface water clean is to keep pollutants 
from entering the storm drain system.

Some common sources of pollution include 
leaked oil, fuel, and fluids from vehicles and 
heavy equipment; construction debris and 
sediment created by erosion, landscaping 
runoff containing pesticides or weed killers; 
and fluids such as used motor oil, antifreeze, 
and paint products that people pour or spill 
into streets or storm drains. 

 n Do not dump chemicals and substances that 
are harmful to the environment.

 n Keep chemicals, such as, used oil, gasoline, 
diesel fuel, anti-freeze, brake fluid, carburetor 
fluid, paint, thinners, and solvents out of storm 
drains. 

 n Dispose of hazardous materials properly. 
Take to the Stanislaus County Household 
Hazardous Waste Collection (HHW) Facility.

 n Keep grass clippings, weeds, dirt, sod, bark, 
and other yard waste out of the gutter. 

 n Washing or sweeping garden debris into 
storm drain inlets leads to blockage and street 
flooding.

 n Gardening and landscaping increase the 
likelihood that garden chemicals and dirt will 
wash into the storm drains. 

 n Take care not to over apply pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers; and use up leftover 
supply or properly dispose at the HHW Facility.

 n Be careful to control soil erosion and minimize 
runoff to all driveways, gutters, and storm 
drains.

 n Wash vehicles at a commercial car wash rather 
in the street or driveway.

 n Pick up pet waste.

 n Always practice Best Management Practices 
during construction. Excavation projects, such 
as pool construction, expose soils. Schedule 
grading and excavation projects during 
dry weather. Cover excavated material and 
stockpiles of asphalt, sand, etc. with plastic 
tarps during the rainy season. Replant bare 
areas as soon as possible, with temporary 
vegetation such as annual grass seed if 
necessary. Revegetation provides excellent 
erosion control.

 n Never pour excess concrete, mortar, stucco, 
plaster, tile grout and pool plaster, or wash 
concrete tools, into the gutter and storm drain.

CALL THE CITY OF CERES DURING 
REGULAR HOURS AT (209) 538-5792 
OR PUBLIC SAFETY AT (209) 538-5712 
(after hours).

REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 
INTO STORM DRAINS



If you live in Ceres AND have curbside 
recycling, place oil and filter at curbside 
near your blue recycling toter on your 
collection day. For the bi-weekly collection 
schedule, check out the city’s website at 
www.ci.ceres.ca.us.

Each year, millions of gallons of used 
oil are illegally poured down drains 
and sewers or disposed of in the trash, 
harming our environment. Recycling used 
oil and filters helps eliminate pollution of 
our soil, waterways and drinking water.

Here’s how to properly 
recycle used oil and filters:

After changing your motor oil, 
DRAIN oil filter into a drain 
pan or container for at least 
24 hours.

Recycle Used Motor 
Oil & Filters

POUR used motor oil into 
container using a funnel to
avoid spills.

 n You may use the containers your oil 
came in, or a clean reusable plastic 
container with a screw-on lid.

 n Be sure to use a drop cloth, and use 
rags to wipe up spills.

 n For big spills, soak up with an 
absorbent such as kitty litter and then 
dispose in trash.

 n DO NOT MIX used motor oil with any 
other automotive fluids, such as anti-
freeze or brake fluid. Contaminated oil 
cannot be recycled.

 n DO NOT hose down your work area.
 n SCREW LID on 

TIGHTLY. Wipe up 
any oil on outside 
of container.

Place oil filter 
in a reclosable 
plastic bag.

USED OIL FACTS

 n One gallon of used oil can 
pollute one million gallons of 
fresh water!

 n Just one pint of oil can produce 
a slick on the ocean’s surface 
the size of a football field!

 n Used motor oil can contain toxic 
substances such as benzene, 
lead, zinc, and cadmium.

 n Before it is drained, an oil filter 
can contain one pint to one 
quart of used oil.

 n Used oil filters are recyclable 
because they’re made of steel.

 n Filters can be recycled into 
new steel products, such as 
cans, cars, and appliances, and 
construction materials such as 
rebar and beams.

If you live in an apartment without 
curbside pickup, you can take your 
used oil and filter to the Stanislaus 
County Household Hazardous Waste 
Collection Facility:

1710 Morgan Rd. Open Fridays and 
Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. except 
major holidays. Call (209) 525-6789 for 
more information.

For the locations of other used oil and 
filter collection centers in Ceres, call 
1-800-CLEANUP or visit
 www.RecycleUsedOil.com

YOU DUMP IT, 
YOU DRINK IT!
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