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Introduction 

This report documents current local and regional policies and existing conditions relevant to 
the transportation analysis.  This information will provide the basis for framing issues and 
serves as the environmental setting of the transportation section of the West Ceres Specific 
Plan EIR.  

The West Ceres Specific Plan Area is 960 acres in size and is bounded by Whitmore 
Avenue on the north, the Union Pacific Railroad tracks on the east, Service Road on the 
south and Ustick Road on the west.   

Regulatory Setting 

Existing transportation policies, plans, laws, and regulations that would apply to the 
project are summarized below.  This information provides a context for the impact 
discussion related to the plan’s consistency with applicable regulatory conditions. 

STATE 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is responsible for planning, 
design, construction, and maintenance of all state highways.  Caltrans’ jurisdictional 
interest extends to improvements to these roadways at the interchange ramps serving 
area freeways.  Any federally funded transportation improvements are subject to review 
by Caltrans staff and the California Transportation Commission. 

The Guide for the Preparation of Traffic Impact Studies (Caltrans, 2002) provides 
consistent guidance for Caltrans staff who reviews local development and land use 
change proposals as well as inform local agencies of the information needed for 
Caltrans to analyze the traffic impacts to State highway facilities including freeway 
segments, on- or off-ramps, and signalized intersections. 
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REGIONAL 
The Stanislaus Council of Governments (StanCOG) is the countywide transportation 
planning agency responsible for the preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan 
(RTP). RTP is a guiding document for future transportation improvements and 
investments based on specific goals, objectives, policies and strategies defined by the 
community and its elected officials.  The project prioritization process is based on 
evaluating each project for need, feasibility, and adherence to federal and state 
transportation laws and policies requiring comprehensive, cooperative, and continuous 
transportation, safety and environmental planning.  Some of the Plan’s objectives 
include: 

• Integrate transportation and land use planning with transportation system 
carrying-capacity 

• Develop a roadway system that supports alternative transportation modes 

• Develop a regional transportation system that safely and efficiently moves 
people and goods between cities and the State Highway System 

• Maintain an efficient, reliable and attractive public transit system for the region 

• Promote the development of a safe and convenient bicycle and pedestrian 
network linking neighborhoods to the regional system 

LOCAL 
The City of Ceres General Plan contains the following goals and policies guiding the 
development of the City’s transportation network. 

STREET AND ROADWAY SYSTEM 

GOAL 2.A 

To provide for the long-range planning and development of the city's roadway system to 
ensure the safe and efficient movement of people and goods.  

POLICIES 

2.A.1.  The City shall plan, design, and regulate the development of the city's street system in 
accordance with the functional classification system described in this chapter and 
reflected in Circulation Diagram and with the City's street standards and 
specifications. 

2.A.2.  The City shall develop and manage its roadway system to maintain Level-of-Service 
of at least C on secondary collectors and local streets and Level-of-Service D on 
primary collectors, arterials, expressways, and freeways.  Exceptions to these level of 
service standards may be allowed in infill areas where the City finds that the 
improvements or other measures required to achieve the LOS standards are 
unacceptable because of right-of-way limitations, physical  impacts on surrounding  
properties, and/or  the visual aesthetics  of  the  required  improvement and  its  
impact  on community identity and character. 
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2.A.3.  The City shall strive to meet the level of service standards through a balanced 
transportation system that provides alternatives to the automobile. 

2.A.4.  The  City  shall  require  an  analysis of  the  effects of  traffic  from major 
development projects (generally those that would generate 100  or more peak-hour  
trips per day). Each such project shall construct or fund improvements necessary to 
mitigate the effects of traffic from the project.  Such improvements may include a fair 
share of improvements that provide benefits to others.   

2.A.5.  The  City  shall  pursue  financing  in  a  timely  manner  for  all components of the 
transportation system to achieve and maintain adopted level of service standards. 

2.A.6.  The City shall assess fees on new development sufficient to cover the fair share 
portion of that development's cumulative impacts on the local and regional 
transportation system.  Exceptions may be made when new development generates 
significant public benefits (e.g., low income housing, primary wage earner 
employment) and alternative sources of funding for the improvements can be 
obtained to offset foregone revenues. 

2.A.7.  The City shall continue to support development of an expressway system to handle 
regional traffic in the Modesto-Ceres urban area. In particular, the City will 
encourage the development of Faith Home Road and Service Road as expressways to 
relieve truck traffic and through-traffic on Mitchell Road. 

2.A.8.  The City shall continue to participate in the countywide Congestion Management 
Plan.  

2.A.9.  The  City  shall  encourage  the  provision  of  capacity-enhancing improvements  to  
SR  99  or  improvements  to  other alternative  routes  or modes  needed  to 
accommodate  increased local and regional traffic volumes and to relieve projected 
traffic congestion as identified in the Congestion Management Program analysis. To 
this end, the City will, together with the other affected and responsible agencies, 
participate in the planning, programming and identification of financing for these 
improvements. 

 

MAJOR CORRIDORS 

GOAL 2.B 

To maintain acceptable traffic flow along Ceres’ major corridors 

POLICIES 

2.B.1.  The City shall seek to maintain acceptable traffic flow conditions along Ceres’ major 
corridors while allowing for new development along these corridors.  To this end, the 
City shall require site plans for new development along Hatch Road, Mitchell Road, 
and Whitmore Avenue.  To this end, the City shall: 

a) Require consolidation of driveway access; if necessary, driveway improvements 
should include relocation of driveway access points on existing sites 
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b) Require combination of parking lots and access points with joint access and 
parking agreements where possible  

c) Require medians where necessary to limit turning movements 

d) Require site plans to facilitate entrance and exits to avoid cars queuing in street 

e) Limit or prohibit drive-up windows where peak traffic queues cannot be 
accommodated on-site. 

2.B.2.  The  City  shall  allow  only  limited  direct  access  to  industrial, commercial, and 
high density residential uses along Hatch Road, Service Road, and Faith Home Road 
as approved through site plan review. 

2.B.3.  The City shall restrict access from driveways, secondary collectors, and local streets 
onto Faith Home Road and Service Road and shall allow only right-turn in, right-turn 
out access movements at select locations. 

 

Residential Streets 

GOAL 2.C 

To protect residential areas from high-volume and high-speed traffic and its effects and 
promote bicycling and walking on residential streets.  

POLICIES 

2.C.1.  The City shall consider the effects of new development on local streets in residential 
areas and require new development to mitigate significant impacts on residential 
neighborhoods. 

2.C.2.  The City shall promote connectivity in its residential street patterns.  Where cul-de-
sacs are permitted, the City shall promote pedestrian and bicycle travel by including 
pathways as appropriate to connect cul-de-sacs to other streets or community 
facilities such as parks and schools. 

2.C.3.  The City shall require sidewalks for all streets in new residential areas. 

2.C.4.  The City shall promote street, alley, and sidewalk maintenance to encourage safe use 
for transportation purposes. 

2.C.5.  The City shall consider future needs for street and sidewalk maintenance in approving 
new development. 
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Transit Facilities and Services 

GOAL 2.E 

To promote provision of safe and efficient transit service to reduce congestion, improve 
the environment, and provide viable non-automotive means of transportation in and 
through Ceres. 

POLICIES 

2.E.1.  The City shall continue to plan and implement additional transit services that are 
timely, cost-effective, and responsive to growth patterns and existing and future 
transit demand.  To this end, the City will coordinate with Stanislaus County and City 
of Modesto transit agencies in providing and expanding intercity transit services. 

2.E.2.  The City shall consider the need for future transit right-of-way in reviewing and 
approving plans for development.  Rights- of-way may either be exclusive or shared 
with other vehicles. 

2.E.3.  The City shall consider the transit needs of senior, disabled, minority, low-income, 
and transit-dependent persons in making decisions regarding transit services and in 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

2.E.4.  The  City  shall  continue  to  support  efforts  to  provide demand-responsive  service  
("paratransit")  and  other transportation services for those unable to use conventional 
transit. 

2.E.5.  The  City  shall  require  new  development  to  reserve  space  for future  public  
transit  stops,  with  turnouts,  where  sufficient population or employment 
concentrations will warrant an existing or future route. 

2.E.6.  The City shall strive to ensure that transit routes serve those areas with the greatest 
need and the largest number of potential users. 

2.E.7.  The City shall investigate transit possibilities for the use of heavy rail right-of-way if 
railroads consider abandoning their rights-of-way. 

 

Non-Motorized Transportation 

GOAL 2.F 

To provide a safe, comprehensive, and integrated system of facilities for nonmotorized  
transportation. 

POLICIES 

2.F.1.  The City shall promote the development of a comprehensive and safe system of 
recreational and commuter bicycle routes that provide connections between the city's 
major employment and housing areas and between its existing and planned bikeways. 

2.F.2.  The City shall promote bicycling and walking through appropriate facilities, 
programs, and information.  



 

 

  7 

2.F.3.  The  City  shall  pursue  alternative  sources  of  funding  for  the development  and  
improvement  of bikeways  and  pedestrian pathways. 

2.F.4.  The City shall require developers to finance and install pedestrian pathways, 
bikeways, and multi-purpose paths within new development, as appropriate. 

2.F.5.  The City shall require new development to provide adequate rights-of-way to 
accommodate bikeways where needed on new collector, arterials, and expressway 
streets, and to contribute to the development of needed bikeways. 

2.F.6.  The  City  shall  encourage  the  development  of  adequate, convenient, and secure 
bicycle parking at employment centers, schools,  recreational  facilities,  transit  
terminals,  commercial businesses, and in other locations where people congregate.  

2.F.7.  The City shall require new multi-family residential, commercial and industrial 
developments to include bicycle facilities.  

2.F.8.  The City shall promote bicycle safety education to children and adults. 

2.F.9.  The City shall regard commuter bicycle routes as higher priorities than recreational 
routes.  

2.F.10. The City shall consider the needs of bicyclists when new roadways are constructed       
and existing roadways are upgraded. 

2.F.11. The City shall develop safe and pleasant pedestrian ways. To this end, the City shall 
ensure adequately wide sidewalks to accommodate pedestrian movement. 

2. F.12. The City shall encourage separation of sidewalks from streets on arterials and   major 
collector streets. 

2.F.13. The  City  shall  ensure  that  pedestrian  access  continues  to  be provided when the 
Pine Street and Whitmore Avenue overpasses are  improved,  and  shall  encourage  
improved  pedestrian  and bicycle facilities with these improvements.   
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Existing Conditions  

ROADWAY NETWORK 
Regional vehicular access to the project site is provided primarily by State Route 99 (SR 
99), a north-south facility located approximately 3.4 miles east of the project site.  Access to 
and from SR 99 from the Plan Area is provided via Crows Landing Road, East Whitmore 
Avenue and Mitchell Road.  In the vicinity of the Plan Area, SR 99 is a six-lane freeway.  
According to the 2006 counts from the Caltrans website1, SR 99 carries an average daily 
traffic volume (AADT) of 118,000 vehicles per day north of Crows Landing Road and 
109,000 vehicles per day south of Mitchell Road. 

Local access within the region is provided by a network of expressways, arterial and 
collector streets and local roads.  These roadways are described below. 

Service Road is an east-west expressway that spans across Ceres, beginning from just west 
of Carpenter Road and continues east for about 13 miles into Stanislaus County.  Crows 
Landing Road divides the street into East Service Road and West Service Road.  Service 
Road is classified as a Class C Expressway in the Stanislaus County General Plan and a 
Class B Expressway in the Ceres General Plan, where access is restricted from driveways 
and local streets.  In the project vicinity, Service Road is primarily a two-lane road.  Service 
Road serves as the southern boundary of the project site. 

Crows Landing Road is four-lane, north-south arterial connecting the City of Modesto 
and northwest Ceres on the north with areas in the southern part of Stanislaus County.  It 
is classified by the County as a Major roadway north of Service Road and as a Class C 
Expressway south of Service Road and by the City as an arterial.  Crows Landing Road 
runs north south through the study area and provides access to SR 99 from the study area. 

Whitmore Avenue is a two-lane east-west arterial that runs from unincorporated Stanislaus 
County east to Montpellier Road through downtown Ceres.  It is classified as a Major 
roadway by the County and provides access to SR 99 from the study area.   

Ustick Road forms the western boundary of the Plan Area.  It is a two-lane north-south road 
that connects to Crater Avenue and Hatch Road on the north and extends for approximately 
4.8 miles to join Taylor Road on the south.  Ustick Road is classified as an arterial in the 
General Plan. 

Hackett Road is a two-lane east-west local roadway that extends approximately one-half 
mile on either side of Crows Landing Road.  It provides the main access for a large County 
complex on the east side of Crows Landing Road.   

                                                 
1 California Department of Transportation, Traffic Data Branch.  <http://traffic-counts.dot.ca.gov/2006all.htm>   
March 4, 2008. 
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Carpenter Road is a two- to four-lane north south road that runs for approximately 15 
miles from SR 99 on the north to Crow Landing Road on the south.  At SR 99, it connects to 
Briggsmore Avenue. 

Hatch Road extends westward from Geer Road to just west of Carpenter Road.  It is 
designated as an expressway between Faith Home Road and Carpenter Road.  West of SR 
99, it has two to four travel lanes.   

Morgan Road is a two-lane north-south arterial that links Hatch Road south to Keyes Road 
in the unincorporated County.    

Blaker Road is a two-lane primarily collector that extends from Whitmore Avenue south to 
Keyes Road.   

Central Avenue is a two-lane road that extends south from Hwy 99 to Stanislaus County.  
A high school is located at the southwest corner of its intersection with Service Road.  It also 
provides a link across Hwy 99 to downtown Ceres via Pine Street. 

Mitchell Road is a four lane roadway that extends from Hwy 99 north to the La Loma area 
of Stanislaus County.   

El Camino Avenue runs parallel to SR 99 on the east side of the freeway.  This frontage 
road runs for approximately one mile from North Street on the north and East Service Road 
on the south.  El Camino Avenue will be significantly altered as a part of the Whitmore 
Avenue Interchange Project. 

TRAFFIC LEVELS 
In consultation with City staff, 18 study intersections and eight roadway segments most 
likely to be impacted by the proposed project were identified for analysis.  These 
locations are listed below and highlighted in Figure 1. 

Intersections: 
1. Crows Landing Road / SR99 Northbound Ramps 
2. Crows Landing Road / Hatch Road 
3. Carpenter Road / Whitmore Avenue 
4. Ustick Avenue / Whitmore Avenue 
5. Crows Landing Road / Whitmore Avenue 
6. Morgan Road / Whitmore Avenue 
7. Blaker Road / Whitmore Avenue 
8. Whitmore Place / El Camino Avenue 
9. Whitmore Place / Whitmore Avenue 
10. Crows Landing Road / Hackett Road 
11. Carpenter Road / Service Road 
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Dowling Associates, Inc. 
Transportation Engineering   Planning   Research   Education 

Figure 1 Plan Area and Study Intersections 
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Figure 2 Existing Lane Geometry and Peak Hour Volumes 
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12. Crows Landing Road / Service Road  
13. Morgan Road / Service Road 
14. Blaker Road / Service Road 
15. Central Avenue / Service Road 
16. Mitchell Road / Service Road 
17. Carpenter Road / Keyes Road 
18. Crows Landing Road / Keyes Road 

 
Roadway Segments: 
 

1. Crows Landing Road north of Hatch Road 
2. Crows Landing Road north of Whitmore Avenue 
3. Crows Landing Road south of Whitmore Avenue 
4. Whitmore Avenue east of Crows Landing Road 
5. Whitmore Avenue east of Blaker Road 
6. Service Road east of Central Avenue 
7. SR 99 north of Crows Landing Road 
8. SR 99 south of Mitchell Road 

 
Turning movement counts were collected at the study intersections during the morning 
peak period (7:00 am – 9:00 am) and the afternoon peak period (4:00 pm – 6:00 pm) in 
the week of February 11th, 2008.  Further, counts were also collected at the Whitmore 
Avenue and Hackett Avenue intersections on Crows Landing Road on Sunday during the 
peak operation hour of the Crows Landing Flea Market.  Local roadway volumes were 
derived from the turning movement counts; while volumes on SR 99 were obtained from 
Caltrans.   

Turning movement volumes, lane configurations, and traffic controls at study 
intersections are shown in Figure 2.  The roadway segment volumes are presented in  

Table 1.   

Table 1  Existing Peak Hour Roadway Volumes 

 

 

   
N/WB S/EB Both Directions 

   Segment   
No. of 
Lanes AM PM AM PM AM PM 

1 Crows Landing 
Rd North of Hatch Road 4 1062 1306 924 1489 1986 2795 

2 Crows Landing 
Rd North of Whitmore Av 4 671 1028 801 800 1472 1828 

3 Crows Landing 
Rd South of Whitmore Av 4 467 878 746 508 1213 1386 

4 Whitmore Av East of Crows Landing Rd 2 391 473 265 568 656 1041 
5 Whitmore Av East of Blaker Rd 2 554 809 650 1087 1204 1896 
6 Service Rd East of Central Av 2 210 455 250 320 460 775 
7 SR 99 North of Crows Landing Rd 6       
8 SR 99 South of Mitchell Rd 6       

   
N/WB S/EB Both Directions 

   Segment   
No. of 
Lanes AM PM AM PM AM PM 

1 Crows Landing 
Rd North of Hatch Road 4 1062 1306 924 1489 1986 2795 

2 Crows Landing 
Rd North of Whitmore Av 4 671 1028 801 800 1472 1828 

3 Crows Landing 
Rd South of Whitmore Av 4 467 878 746 508 1213 1386 

4 Whitmore Av East of Crows Landing Rd 2 391 473 265 568 656 1041 
5 Whitmore Av East of Blaker Rd 2 554 809 650 1087 1204 1896 
6 Service Rd East of Central Av 2 210 455 250 320 460 775 
7 SR 99 North of Crows Landing Rd 6       
8 SR 99 South of Mitchell Rd 6       
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INTERSECTION ANALYSIS 
Analysis Methodologies and Level of Service Criteria 

The methodology used herein to analyze intersection levels of service (LOS) is that 
outlined in the Transportation Research Board's Highway Capacity Manual, 2000.  Level 
of service is a qualitative indication of the level of delay and congestion experienced by 
motorists using an intersection.  Level of service is designated by the letters A through F, 
with A being the best condition and F being the worst (high delay and congestion).   

Some of the study intersections are unsignalized, with stop sign control on the minor 
street approaches.  At these types of intersections, most of the main street traffic is 
undelayed, and by definition have acceptable condition.  The main street left-turn 
movements and the minor street movements are all susceptible to delay of varying 
degrees.  Generally, the higher the main street traffic volumes, the higher the delay for 
the minor movements. 

The methodology for analysis of unsignalized intersections calculates an average total 
delay per vehicle for each minor street movement and for the major street left-turn 
movements, based on the availability of adequate gaps in the main street through traffic.  
A level of service designation is assigned to individual movements or to combinations of 
movements (in the case of shared lanes) based upon delay.  Unsignalized intersection 
levels of service reported herein are for each movement (or group of movements) based 
upon the respective average delay per vehicle.  Table 2 presents the average delay criteria 
used to determine the level of service at unsignalized intersections. 

Table 2  Level of Service Criteria – Unsignalized Intersections 

 Level of 
Service 

 Average Delay1 
(seconds/veh) 

 A  0.0 - 10.0 
 B  10.1 - 15.0 
 C  15.1 - 25.0 
 D  25.1 - 35.0 
 E  35.1 - 50.0 
 F  >50.0   

1 Weighted average delay 

Source: Highway Capacity Manual 2000, Transportation Research Board, Washington DC 

 

It is not unusual for some of the minor street movements to have LOS D, E or F condition 
while the major street movements have LOS A, B or C condition.  In such a case, the 
minor street traffic experiences delays that can be substantial for individual minor street 
vehicles, but the majority of vehicles using the intersection have very little delay.  Usually 
in such cases, the minor street traffic volumes are relatively low.  If the minor street volume 
is large enough, improvements to reduce the minor street delay may be justified, such as 
channelization, widening, or signalization.   
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Table 3  Level of Service Criteria - Signalized Intersections 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At signalized intersections and all-way stop intersections, the level of service is determined 
by the weighted average delay for all vehicles entering the intersection.  The methodologies 
for these types of intersections calculate a single weighted average delay and LOS for the 
intersection.  Table 3 presents the average delay criteria used to determine the level of 
service at signalized intersections.  The average delay criteria used to determine the level of 
service at all-way stop intersections is the same as that shown in Table 2.    

Table 4  Existing Peak Hour Intersection Level of Service 

  Intersection Control 
Peak 
Hour 

Level of 
Service 

Average 
Delay in 
seconds 

 Level of 
Service 
(LOS) 

 Average 
Delay1 

(secs/veh) 

 
 

Description 
 A  < 10.00 Very Low Delay:  This level of service occurs when progression is 

extremely favorable and most vehicles arrive during a green phase.  Most
vehicles do not stop at all. 

 B  10.1-20.0 Minimal Delays:  This level of service generally occurs with good 
progression, short cycle lengths, or both.  More vehicles stop than at LOS
A, causing higher levels of average delay. 

 C  21.0-35.0 Acceptable Delay:  Delay increases due to only fair progression, longer 
cycle lengths, or both.  Individual cycle failures (to service all waiting 
vehicles) may begin to appear at this level of service.  The number of
vehicles stopping is significant, though many still pass through the
intersection without stopping. 

 D  35.1-55.0 Approaching Unstable/Tolerable Delays:  The influence of congestion 
becomes more noticeable.  Longer delays may result from some
combination of unfavorable progression, long cycle lengths, or high v/c
ratios.  Many vehicles stop, and the proportion of vehicles not stopping 
declines.  Individual cycle failures are noticeable. 

 E  55.1-80.0 Unstable Operation/Significant Delays:  This is considered by many 
agencies the upper limit of acceptable delays.  These high delay values
generally indicate poor progression, long cycle lengths, and high v/c ratios. 
Individual cycle failures are frequent occurrences. 

 F  > 80.0 Excessive Delays:  Describes operations with average delay in excess of 
60 seconds per vehicle.  This level, considered to be unacceptable to most 
drivers, often occurs with oversaturation (i.e., when arrival flow rates
exceed the capacity of the intersection).  It may also occur at high v/c
ratios below 1.00 with many individual cycle failures.  Poor progression
and long cycle lengths may also be major contributing causes to such 
delay levels. 

1 Weighted average of delay on all approaches.  This is the measure used by the Highway Capacity Manual to 
determine level of service. 

 
Source:  Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, Washington D.C, 2000 
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  Intersection Control 
Peak 
Hour 

Level of 
Service 

Average 
Delay in 
seconds 

AM A 0.8 1 Crows Landing Rd / SR 99 NB Ramps Stop* 
PM A 1.3 
AM C 21 2 Crows Landing Rd / Hatch Rd Signal 
PM C 27.7 
AM B 10 3 Carpenter Rd / Whitmore Ave All-way Stop 
PM B 14.6 
AM A 1.9 4 Ustick Ave / Whitmore Ave Stop* 
PM A 2.3 
AM C 25.4 
PM D 41.9 5 Crows Landing Rd / Whitmore Ave Signal 

Sunday C 27.2 
AM B 12.3 6 Morgan Rd / Whitmore Ave Signal 
PM C 21.5 
AM B 11 7 Blaker Rd / Whitmore Ave Signal 
PM C 24.2 
AM C 19.1 8 Whitmore Place / El Camino Ave All-way Stop 
PM C 23.6 
AM A 4.9 9 Whitmore Place / Whitmore Ave Stop* 
PM B 10.8 
AM B 14.5 
PM B 14.9 10 Crows Landing Rd / Hackett Rd Signal 

Sunday B 17.5 
AM A 2.5 11 Carpenter Rd / Service Rd All-way Stop 
PM A 3.6 
AM B 15 12 Crows Landing Rd / Service Rd Signal 
PM B 16.5 
AM A 9.6 13 Morgan Rd / Service Rd All-way Stop 
PM B 11.1 
AM B 10.1 14  Blaker Rd / Service Rd All-way Stop 
PM C 15.8 
AM B 19.2 15 Central Ave / Service Rd Signal 
PM E 79.9 
AM C 26 16 Mitchell Rd / Service Rd Signal 
PM C 32.2 
AM A 8.3 17 Carpenter Rd / Keyes Rd All-way Stop 
PM A 9 
AM A 9.2 18 Crows Landing Rd / Keyes Rd All-way Stop 
PM B 10.8 

* For unsignalized 1-way and 2-way STOP intersections, the LOS and delay shown are for the worst minor street 
movement. 

The City of Ceres’ General Plan has established a LOS D or better standard for its major 
roadways, i.e. expressway and arterial, and LOS C for secondary collector and local 
roadways.  It has classified Service Road as a Class B Expressway, where access is 
restricted from driveways and local streets.  Crows Landing Road is identified as an 
arterial by the City where individual lot access should be limited and the number of 
driveways minimized.   
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Intersection Operations 

Using the peak hour volumes, the existing levels of service were estimated.  Table 4 
presents the LOS results for the study intersections at the existing traffic volume levels.     

The analysis shows that, except for the intersection of Central Avenue and Service Road, 
where the intersection operates at LOS E level during the PM peak hour, all intersections 
operate within City standard. 

ROADWAY ANALYSIS 
Analysis Methodologies and Level of Service Criteria 

As intersection analysis, level of service is used as a qualitative measure of the effect of a 
number of factors, including speed and travel time, traffic interruptions, freedom to 
maneuver, driving comfort and convenience.  The level of service range for roadway 
conditions are generally described in Table 5. 

Table 5 Roadway Level of Service Definitions 

LOS Description 

A Free Flow or Insignificant Delays:  Vehicles are completely unimpeded in their ability 
to maneuver within the traffic stream. Control delay at signalized intersections is minimal. 

B Stable Operation or Minimal Delays:  The ability to maneuver within the traffic stream 
is only slightly restricted, and control delay at signalized intersections are not significant. 

C 
Stable Operation or Acceptable Delays:  The ability to maneuver and change lanes is 
somewhat restricted, and average travel speeds may be about 50 percent of the free flow 
speed. 

D Approaching Unstable or Tolerable Delays:  Small increases in flow may cause 
substantial increases in delay and decreases in travel speed. 

E Unstable Operation or Significant Delays:  Significant delays may occur and average 
travel speeds may be 33 percent or less of the free flow speed. 

F Forced Flow or Excessive Delays:  Congestion, high delays, and extensive queuing 
occur at critical signalized intersections with urban street flow at extremely low speeds. 

Source: Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, Washington D.C, 2000. 

Street Segments.  Levels of service for roadway links were estimated using a planning 
methodology that is based on the Highway Capacity Manual (HCM).  This methodology 
uses peak hour traffic volumes to determine levels of service for general planning 
applications as shown in Table 6.  The capacity of a roadway is based on the number of 
signalized intersections per mile, number of lanes, presence of left-turn lanes and 
medians, and other factors from the HCM method.   
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Table 6  Generalized Peak Hour Two-Way Volumes for Urban Areas 
Class I (>0.00 to 1.99 signalized intersections per mile) 
Lanes Divided Level of Service 

  A B C D E 
2 Undivided ** 400 1,310 1,560 1,610 
4 Divided 460 2,780 3,300 3,390 *** 
6 Divided 700 4,240 4,950 5,080 *** 
8 Divided 890 5,510 6,280 6,440 *** 

Class II (2.00 to 4.50 signalized intersections per mile)   
Lanes Divided Level of Service 

  A B C D E 
2 Undivided ** 180 1,070 1,460 1,550 
4 Divided ** 390 2,470 3,110 3,270 
6 Divided ** 620 3,830 4,680 4,920 
8 Divided ** 800 5,060 6,060 6,360 

Class III (more than 4.5 signalized intersections per mile and not within primary City central 
business district) 
Lanes Divided Level of Service 

  A B C D E 
2 Undivided ** ** 500 1,200 1,470 
4 Divided ** ** 1,180 2,750 3,120 
6 Divided ** ** 1,850 4,240 4,690 
8 Divided ** ** 2,450 5,580 6,060 

Class IV (more than 4.5 signalized intersections per mile and within primary City central 
business district) 
Lanes Divided Level of Service 

  A B C D E 
2 Undivided ** ** 490 1,310 1,420 
4 Divided ** ** 1,170 2,880 3,010 
6 Divided ** ** 1,810 4,350 4,520 
8 Divided ** ** 2,460 5,690 5,910 

Source: Florida Department of Transportation.  Generalized LOS Tables.  
<http://www.dot.state.fl.us/planning/systems/sm/los/pdfs/tables-051707.pdf> 

 

Freeway Segments.  Highway Capacity Manual (HCM) procedures were used to 
calculate average peak hour capacities for each LOS threshold from A to F for freeway 
segment. The LOS was determined using density given an estimated free-flow speed of 
70 miles per hour for all the freeway segments, which is the base free-flow speed for 
urban areas from the HCM.  Density is the number of passenger car per mile per lane for 
a transportation facility.  Table 7 contains the density thresholds.  

 

Table 7  LOS and Density for Free-Flow Speed at 70 mi/h 

Level of Service Maximum Density (pc/mi/ln) 
A 11 
B 18 
C 26 
D 35 



 

 

  18 

E 45 
Source: Highway Capacity Manual, Transportation Research Board, Washington D.C, 2000, 23-4. 

 

Roadway Operations 

The results indicate that the street segment on Whitmore Avenue east of Blaker Road 
operates at LOS F level during the PM peak hour and the freeway segment on northbound SR 
99 north of Crows Landing Road operates at LOS E during the AM peak hour.  All other 
roadway segments currently operate at acceptable levels. 

 
Table 8 presents the level of service results of the analysis of the street segments and Table 9 
presents the results of the analysis of the freeway segments. 

The results indicate that the street segment on Whitmore Avenue east of Blaker Road 
operates at LOS F level during the PM peak hour and the freeway segment on northbound SR 
99 north of Crows Landing Road operates at LOS E during the AM peak hour.  All other 
roadway segments currently operate at acceptable levels. 

 
Table 8  Street Segment Level of Service 

Roadway Segment Operations - AM Peak Hour 
 

Street  Location LOS V/C 

Crows Landing Rd North of Hatch Road C 0.64 
Crows Landing Rd North of Whitmore Av C 0.47 
Crows Landing Rd South of Whitmore Av C 0.39 
Whitmore Av East of Crows Landing Rd C 0.42 
Whitmore Av East of Blaker Rd D 0.78 
Service Rd East of Central Av C 0.30 
    
Roadway Segment Operations - PM Peak Hour 

 
Street  Location LOS V/C 

Crows Landing Rd North of Hatch Road D 0.90 
Crows Landing Rd North of Whitmore Av C 0.59 
Crows Landing Rd South of Whitmore Av C 0.45 
Whitmore Av East of Crows Landing Rd C 0.67 
Whitmore Av East of Blaker Rd F 1.22 
Service Rd East of Central Av C 0.50 

 

 

 

Table 9  Freeway Segment Level of Service 
Roadway Segment Operations - AM Peak Hour 
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Freeway Location LOS Density 

SR 99 - northbound North of Crows Landing Rd E 35.8 
SR 99 - southbound North of Crows Landing Rd C 21.2 
SR 99 – northbound South of Mitchell Rd D 31.1 
SR 99 - southbound South of Mitchell Rd C 19.6 
    
Roadway Segment Operations - PM Peak Hour 

 
Freeway Location LOS Density 

SR 99 - northbound North of Crows Landing Rd C 22.4 
SR 99 - southbound North of Crows Landing Rd D 34.9 
SR 99 – northbound South of Mitchell Rd C 20.6 
SR 99 – southbound South of Mitchell Rd D 30.5 

 

TRANSIT SERVICES 
Transit services in the project vicinity are provided by the City of Ceres and by Stanislaus 
Regional Transit (StaRT).   

City of Ceres 
The City of Ceres operates a fixed-route bus service called the Ceres Area Transit (CAT) 
and the Ceres Dial-a-Ride service.  CAT Route B runs between the Herndon Road and 
Hatch Road intersection and the Community Services Agency at Crows Landing Road 
and Hackett Road.  The weekday, hourly service operates between 6 am and 7 pm.   

Ceres Dial-a-Ride is an on-demand service available to both residents and visitors of the 
City and the immediate unincorporated area.   

Stanislaus Regional Transit 
StaRT Route 40 is a fixed-route bus service that runs between the cities of Modesto and 
Patterson.  In the project vicinity, it runs along Crows Landing Road.  It operates five 
round trips on weekdays between 5:25 am and 8:22 pm and four round trips on Saturday 
between 6:40 am and 7:22 pm. 

StaRT also operates a roundabout service that combines the convenience of fixed-route 
and dial-a-ride services.  The project area is served by the Eastside Shuttle route which 
operates to Oakdale, Riverbank and Modesto between 6:55 am and 5:30 pm on Monday 
to Saturday. 

Both CAT and StaRT provide connection services to other fixed routes on their systems 
as well as to the Modesto Area Express (MAX) network.  
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES 
Given the topography of Ceres, bicycling and walking are viable alternatives to auto 
use for both recreational and non-recreational trips.  Bicycling and pedestrian facilities 
are an important component of the transportation network in the city.   

Bicycle routes and paths are typical examples of bicycle transportation facilities.  
Bicycle facilities are defined as the following three classes according to Chapter 1000 
of the Caltrans Highway Design Manual: 

• Class I - Provides a completely separated facility designed for the exclusive use of 
bicyclists and pedestrians with crossing points minimized. 

• Class II – Provides a restricted right-of-way designated lane for the exclusive or 
semi-exclusive use of bicycles with through travel by motor vehicles or pedestrians 
prohibited, but with vehicle parking and cross-flows by pedestrians and motorists 
permitted. 

• Class III – Provides a right-of-way designated by signs or permanent markings and 
shared with pedestrians and motorists. 

According the StanCOG Regional Bicycle Action Plan (adopted July 2001), there is no 
bicycle facilities in the project vicinity.  However, Class II on-street bike lanes are 
proposed along Whitmore Avenue, Crows Landing Road and Service Road and Class II 
bike paths are proposed along Carpenter Road north of Whitmore Avenue and along 
Whitmore Avenue west of the Plan Area.  The Ceres General Plan Transportation and 
Circulation Element also identified Whitmore Avenue, Crows Landing Road and Service 
Road, as well as Morgan Road, Blaker Road, Central Avenue in the project vicinity as 
Class II and Class III bikeways. 

Sidewalks may be found intermittently in the project vicinity.  In general, sidewalks are 
only provided on the north side of Whitmore Avenue along the frontage of newer 
residential developments and on the eastside of Crows Landing Road.  No sidewalk exists 
on Ustick and Service Roads, or along the south side of Whitmore Avenue and the west 
side of Crows Landing Road immediate adjacent to the project site.   

The General Plan explicitly stated a goal of providing a safe, comprehensive, and 
integrated system of facilities for non-motorized transportation.  Specifically, it requires 
developers to install pedestrian pathways within new development, provide adequate 
right-of-way to accommodate bikeways, include bicycle facilities, and provide sufficient 
bicycle parking.  
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Future Roadway Improvements 

Various long range planning efforts have established a blueprint for a regional and local 
transportation circulation system that supports future development and growth in Ceres 
and neighboring region.  The 2007 Regional Transportation Plan and the City of Ceres 
General Plan provides a framework for transportation improvements in the region.  
Reflecting the goals and policies of the planning efforts, future improvements to the 
roadway network have been identified in a number of sources such as the RTP and 
specific plans and traffic studies commissioned by the City.  A summary of these 
improvements that may affect the project area is provided in this section. 

STANCOG REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 
Based on need assessments for the region, StanCOG has identified lists of Tier 1 and Tier 
2 projects in the 2007 RTP.  Tier 1 projects are those that are fiscally constrained and 
target completion dates are provided.  Tier 2 projects are non-fiscally constrained.  RTP 
projects that will most likely affect the Plan Area are located in unincorporated County, 
Modesto, and Ceres.  These projects are presented in Table 10.  In addition, a list of 
locations where signage or striping may be added to improve bicycle and pedestrian 
access is also provided in the RTP.  Key projects that might have significant impacts to 
the Plan Are area described below.   

Whitmore Road Interchange.  Caltrans is planning to reconfigure SR 99 interchange at 
Whitmore Road.  The project would result in direct access to and from Whitmore Road 
from northbound SR 99.  It would eliminate the Railroad Avenue underpass and the El 
Camino Avenue and Whitmore Road intersection, merge the two existing parallel 
Whitmore Road and realign Herndon Road.  Two travel lanes per direction would be 
provided on Whitmore Road between Blaker Road to Central Avenue.  Construction for 
the project is scheduled to begin in Summer 2008. 

Mitchell Road Interchange.  The Mitchell Road interchange project is a collaboration 
between Caltrans and the City of Ceres.  As a part of the project, Mitchell Road would be 
widened from six to eight travel lanes from Moffett Road to Service Road and to four 
lanes east of Service Road and west of Moffett Road.  The Mitchell Road and Service 
Road intersection would be reconfigured to provide two left-turn, three through, and one 
through-right lanes on the northern approach, two left-turn, three through and two right 
turn lanes on the southern approach, two left-turn, two through, and one through-right 
lanes on the eastern approach, and one left-turn, three through, and one through-right 
lanes on the western approach. 

Crows Landing Road and Carpenter Road Widening.  Both projects have been 
identified in the Future Project/Master Planned category in the Stanislaus County Capital 
Improvement Plan 2007-2008.  Projects in this category means that project specific plans 
have not been presented to the Board of Supervisors while master plans were adopted. 

Table 10  Future Improvement Projects 
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Roadway Segment Improvement Tier Target 
Date 

     
SR 99 Whitmore Rd Reconstruct interchange at overpass 1 2010 
 Mitchell Rd Reconstruct interchange 1 2015 
 Hatch Rd Reconstruct interchange 2  
     
Crows Landing Rd Service Rd to W Main St New 6-lane expressway 1 & 2 2010 
 W Main St to I-5 Widen from 2 to 4/5 lane expwy 1 & 2 2011 
 Whitmore Rd to SR 99 Widen to 4/6 lanes 1 2025 
     
Carpenter Rd SR 132 to Service Rd New 6-lane expressway 1 2010 
 Whitmore Rd to SR 99 Widen to 6-lane expressway 1 2025 
 Service Rd to Whitmore Rd Widen from 2 to 4 lane expressway 2  
 Service Rd to Hatch Rd New 4-lane expressway 2  
     
Hatch Rd Carpenter Rd to SR 99 New 4-lane expressway 2  
 Crows Landing Rd to SR 99 Widen to 4-lane expressway 1 2025 
 SR 99 to Mitchell Rd Widen from 4 to 6-lane expressway 2  
 Crows Landing Rd to Geer Rd Widen to 6-lane road 2  
     
Service Rd Carpenter Rd to Faith Home Rd Widen to 4-lane road 2  
 Ustick Rd to Faith Home Rd Widen from 2 to 4 lane expressway 2  
     
Whitmore Rd Ustick Rd to Central Rd Widen from 2 to 4 lane road 2  
 Mitchell Rd to Faith Home Rd Widen from 2 to 4 lane expressway 2  
     
Morgan Rd 7th St to Grayson Rd Widen from 2 to 4 lanes 2  
     

Source:  Stanislaus Council of Governments, 2007 Regional Transportation Plan.  

SPECIFIC PLANS AND TRAFFIC STUDIES 
Some of the Tier 2 projects identified in the RTP would gradually be implemented as 
properties develop in the region.  The following area plans and traffic studies were 
reviewed for future transportation improvements that would likely affect the West Ceres 
specific plan area.    

• Copper Trails Neighborhood Master Plan (Draft EIR) – May 2006 

• Maple Glen Master Plan (Administrative Draft EIR) – November 2007 

• Transportation Impact Analysis for Mitchell Ranch Center (Administrative Draft) 
– December 2007 

Table 11 presents a list of improvements that were either included as a part of the above 
plans and studies or were recommended as mitigation measures.  Only improvements that 
are considered relevant to the West Ceres Specific Plan study are provided.  It should be 
noted that the plans and studies often only proposed half improvements to the roadway 
cross sections.  For example, both the Copper Trails and the Maple Glen Master Plans 
proposed only improvements along the south side of Service Road.  Funding for the north 
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side, in order to fully upgrade the roadway to expressway standards, will be needed from 
other sources.  The plans and studies also proposed fair share contributions to mitigate 
some of the impacts of the developments, such as signalization at Morgan Road and 
Blaker Road on Service Road.  The source for the remainder of the improvement costs 
not covered by the fair share contributions may still need to be determined. 

 

Table 11  Future Improvement Projects 
Location Improvement 
  
Intersection  
Blaker Rd / Service Rd  Widen intersection  

Central Ave / Service Rd Provide northbound left-turn lane 

Blaker Road / Service Rd* Install traffic signals 

Morgan Rd / Service Rd* Install traffic signals 

Moffett Rd / Service Rd Install traffic signals and widen roadway 

Central Ave / Service Rd Widen intersection to provide one additional 
eastbound through and one westbound 
through lanes, and one southbound right-turn 
lane 

  
Roadway  
South side of Service Rd from Blaker Rd to 
eastern property line of Central Valley High 
School 

Widen to include bike lane, two travel lanes 
and landscaped median 

West side of Central Ave from Central Valley 
High School to Redwood Road 

Reconstruct to include two travel lanes, bike 
lane and landscaped median 

South side of Service Rod from Central Ave to 
Moffett Rd 

Upgrade to expressway standard 

Source:  kdAnderson, Copper Trail Master Plan Draft EIR, May 2006 
                kdAnderson, Maple Glen Master Plan Administrative Draft EIR, November 2007 
                Fehr & Peers, Transportation Impact Analysis for Mitchell Ranch Center Administrative Draft, 
                December 2007                    
 

 

Other Considerations 

A number of other planned developments may also impact the transportation network in 
the vicinity of the Plan Area. 
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EL REMATITO MARKETPLACE 
The planned expansion of the El Rematito Marketplace, also known as Crows Landing 
Flea Market, located at the northwestern corner of Crows Landing Road and Hackett 
Road, is scheduled to complete by June 2008.  Upon completion, the capacity of the 
market would increase from 240 vendors to 400 vendors.  The main access driveways are 
located on Hackett Road just west of Crows Landing Road.  As such, significant amount 
of traffic would utilize the Crows Landing Road and Hackett Road intersection 
particularly during the AM peak period on both weekdays and weekends.  It should be 
noted that the market is not expected to operate at capacity at all times.  The level of 
activities varies greatly between days of the week as well as months of the year.  
Mitigation measures proposed in the “Traffic Impact Analysis for the El Romatito [sic] 
Market Place” (kdAnderson, Mary 13, 2002) have already been implemented.   

FAIRVIEW VILLAGE SPECIFIC PLAN 
The Fairview Village Specific Plan was adopted by the City of Modesto in 1995 and 
amended in 1997.  The site is located on the east side of Carpenter Road between Hatch 
Road and Whitmore Avenue.  At build-out, the Fairview Village community would 
contain approximately 2,250 dwelling units, one new and one existing elementary 
schools as well as neighborhood commercial uses and park areas.  The Village may be 
divided into four quadrants around a proposed school and park area.  To date, only the 
northeastern quadrant of about 550 single family homes is built.  Once residences along 
the southern quadrants are built and occupied, the demand on both Whitmore Road and 
Carpenter Road would increase. 

CROWS LANDING NAVAL AIR FACILITY 
Redevelopment of the former Crows Landing Naval Air Base into a transportation and 
distribution facility is being contemplated.  The facility is located about 17 miles south of 
the Plan Area.  The proposed project would create a short haul rail link between the Port 
of Oakland and the former air base, and establish an inland port at the Crows Landing 
facility.  The project also includes development of 4,800 acres in and around the air 
facility into an industrial and business park.  One potential impact to the West Ceres 
Specific Plan Area may be an increase in truck traffic along Crows Landing Road that 
links Modesto, Ceres, and SR 99 to the facility.   
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March 20, 2008 
 
Rebecca Gorton 
Lamphier-Gregory 
1944 Embarcadero 
Oakland, CA 94606 
 
Re: Record Search Results for the WCSP Ceres Project, Stanislaus County, California 
 
Dear Ms. Gorton: 
 
This memorandum presents the results of a literature search, Historic Society consultation, and 
Native American consultation for the WCSP Ceres Project, Stanislaus County, California.  The 
investigations were completed under contract number PL 2105-01 between Lamphier-Gregory 
and Pacific Legacy, Inc.  The purpose was to identify documented historical or prehistoric 
resources within the study area for planning purposes.   
 
Project Location and Description 
Lamphier-Gregory, under contract to the  City of Ceres, is developing specific growth/ 
development plans for portions of the City of Ceres.  This study area is located on the west edge 
of the City of Ceres in Stanislaus County, California.  The project area is bounded by West 
Whitmore Avenue, Crows Landing Road, East Service Road, and Ustick Road.  Figure 1 shows 
the project area location in Township 4S, Range 9E, Section 17 on the Ceres, CA and Brush Lake, 
CA 7.5’ USGS quadrangle maps.  The area studied included approximately 960 acres.  Current 
land use is a mixture of developed and undeveloped parcels. 
  
Archival Research 
A record and information search (File # 6985N) for the project area was conducted on March 4, 
2008 by the Central California Information Center (CCIC) of the California Historical Resources 
Information System at California State University, Stanislaus.  This included a review of: 
 
• National Register of Historic Places (Directory of Determinations of Eligibility, California 

Office of Historic Preservation, Volumes I and II, 2001);  
• California Inventory of Historic Resources (State of California 1976);  
• California Historical Landmarks (State of California 1996);  
• California Points of Historical Interest listing (State of California 1992); 
• Historic Property Data File (State of California 2005); 
• CALTRANS State and Local Bridge Survey (State of California 1989); 
• Survey of Surveys (State of California 1989); and, 
• Other pertinent historic data on file with Pacific Legacy. 
 
The record search revealed that no prehistoric or historic archaeological resources have been 
reported to the CCIC within or within one half mile of the project area.  A portion of the project 
area has been previously surveyed by Clark (1988), and Peak & Associates (2006).  The previous 
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studies of the locations failed to identify the presence of cultural resources.  An additional 
eleven studies have been conducted within one half mile of the project area (Table 1).  Of these, 
four are adjacent to the project area (Napton 1989; Shannon 1991; Jones & Stokes 1990; and 
Davis-King 2003).  
 

Table 1. Previous Cultural Resource Studies in and within 1/2 mile of the Project Area 
Study # Author Date Type In Project 

area? 
ST-860 Clark 1988 Archaeological Survey Yes 
ST-908 Napton 1989 Archaeological Survey No; Directly 

adjacent 
ST-915 Napton 1991 Archaeological Survey No 
ST-935 Shannon 1991 Cultural Resource 

Assessment  
No; Directly 
adjacent 

ST-1435 Hill 1992 Architectural Survey No 
ST-1836 Harmon 1992 Archaeological Survey No 
ST-1966 Jones & Stokes 1990 EIR No; Directly 

adjacent 
ST-2759 Hatoff, Voss, Waechter, and 

Wee 
1995 Cultural Resources 

Inventory Report 
No 

ST-4642 Davis-King 2002 Archaeological Survey No 
ST-5115 Davis-King 2003 Archaeological Survey No; Directly 

adjacent 
ST-5237 Losee 2003 Archaeological Study No 
ST-5903  Supernowicz 2005 Cell tower survey and 

FCC Compliance 
No 

ST-6446 Peak & Associates 2006 Archaeological Survey Yes 
 
In addition, several historic maps that included the project area were checked to see whether 
historic structures might be present.  These maps included the 1853-1854 GLO Plat map for the 
area, and several U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle maps (1941, 1953).  Both the 1941 
and 1953 USGS quadrangles show a structure at the end of a driveway just south of Hackett 
Road and one just southeast of the intersection of Hackett and Knox Roads on Hackett Road 
that appear to exist on the 1970s Brush Lake quadrangle map.  Figure 2 shows the locations of 
the two potentially historic structures.  If these structures are still standing, they may be 45 
years or older and may be identified as historic resources. 
 
Native American Consultation 
Pacific Legacy requested a search of the “Sacred Lands Inventory” maintained by the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on March 3, 2008.  A response was received on March 
4, 2008, stating that no Native American cultural resources listed on the Sacred Lands files were 
identified in the project area.  The NAHC also provided Pacific Legacy with a list of potentially 
interested Native Americans.  Letters requesting information regarding the project area were 
prepared for persons listed on March 19, 2008.  Letters were sent to Neil Peyron of the Tule 
River Indian Tribe; Anthony Brochini, Jay Johnson, and Les James of the Southern Sierra Miwuk 
Nation; Katherine Perez of the North Valley Yokuts Tribe; and Kevin Day, Mary Camp, Stanley 
Cox, and Reba Fuller of the Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk.  Any responses will be forwarded to 
Lamphier-Gregory. 
 
Historic Society Consultation 
On March 4, 2008 Pacific Legacy sent letters to the McHenry Museum and Historical Society 
and the Patterson Township Historical Society to request historic information regarding the 
WCSP Ceres project area.  No responses have yet been received regarding our consultation 
request.  Any responses will be forwarded to Lamphier-Gregory. 
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Results and Recommendations 
The record search and literature review revealed that no previously recorded cultural resources 
are located within the project area.  The northwest portion of the project area has been 
previously surveyed with negative results (cf Figure 3).  Two structures that were identified on 
historic USGS quadrangle maps lie within the study area.  They are located at the end of a 
driveway south of Hackett Road and southeast of the intersection of Hackett and Knox Roads 
along Hackett Road.  No ethnographic cultural resources were identified by the Native 
American Heritage Commission investigation.  No responses have been received to date from 
the Native American consultation or the local historical societies.   
 
Based on the record search and historic map data, it is our recommendation that the 
unsurveyed portions of the project area be surveyed to determine whether there are historic or 
prehistoric resources present.  The areas where the two potential historic structures were 
identified should be inspected to see if the structures are still standing and retain integrity.  If 
they are still present, they should be recorded and evaluated for eligibility for listing on the 
California Register of Historic Resources (CRHR) prior to initiating any development plans or 
construction activities that might cause adverse impacts to them.  The architectural evaluation 
should be completed by an historic architect.   
 
 
Should you need further information, I can be reached at (510) 524-3991, ext.5. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
 
Attachments:   Figure 1. Project Location Map 

Figure 2. Potential Historic Structure Location Map 
Figure 3. Prior Survey Location Map 
Native American Correspondence 
Historic Society Correspondence 
 

 



 

 4

 
References Cited 

 
California, State of 
 1976 California Inventory of Historic Resources.  Department of Parks and Recreation, 

Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento, California. 
  
  1992  California Points of Historical Interest.  May 1992 and updates.  Department of 

Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento, California. 
 
  1996  California Historical Landmarks. Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of 

Historic Preservation, Sacramento, California 
 
California Office of Historic Preservation 
  1990  National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) in the Directory of Determinations of 

Eligibility, Volumes I and II and Computer Listing Updates.  State of California 
Office of Historic Preservation, Sacramento, California. 

 
  2005  Historic Properties Directory.  Listing by City.  State of California Office of Historic 

Preservation, Sacramento, California. 
 
Clark, Matthew R. 
  1988 An Archaeological Reconnaissance of Nine Alternative Sites for the Proposed 

Stanislaus County Public Safety Center, Stanislaus County California.  Study 
#ST-860 on file at the Central California Information Center, California State 
University, Stanislaus.   

 
Davis-King, Shelly 
  2002 Negative Archaeological Survey Report.  Study #ST-4642 on file at the Central 

California Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   
 
  2003 Crows Landing Road Widening, Phase II.  ST-5115 on file at the Central 

California Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   
 
Harmon, Robert M. 
  1992 Negative Archaeological Survey Report, Modesto Track Consolidation Corridor 

Lathrop, San Joaquin County and Modesto, Stanislaus County, California.  Study 
#ST-1836 on file at the Central California Information Center, California State 
University, Stanislaus.   

 
Hatoff, B., B. Voss, S. Waechter, and S. Wee 
  1995 Cultural Resource Inventory Report for the Proposed Mojave Northward 

Expansion Project.  Study #ST-2759 on file at the Central California Information 
Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
 
 
 



 

 5

Hill, Ward 
  1992 Historic Architecture Survey Report, Track Consolidation and Realignment, 

Modesto, California.  Study #ST-1435 on file at the Central California 
Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
Jones & Stokes Associates, Inc. 
  1990 West Ceres Annexation Area Draft Environmental Impact Report.  Study #ST-

1966 on file at the Central California Information Center, California State 
University, Stanislaus.   

 
Losee, Carolyn 
  2003 Cultural Resources Analysis for Cingular SA-863-03 Keyes/Crows Landing Road 

Site.  Study #ST-5237 on file at the Central California Information Center, 
California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
Napton, L. Kyle 
  1989 Cultural Resource Investigation of the West Ceres Annexation Project Area, 

Ceres, Stanislaus County, California.  Study #ST-908 on file at the Central 
California Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
  1991 Cultural Resources Investigations for the Northern California Power Agency-

Turlock Irrigation District Gas Turbine 12.6-Mile Pipeline Routes, Stanislaus 
County, California.  Study #ST-915 on file at the Central California Information 
Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
Peak & Associates, Inc. 
  2006 Cultural Resources Assessment for the Turlock Irrigation District’s Regional 

Water Supply Project, County of Stanislaus, California.  Study #ST-6446 on file at 
the Central California Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus. 
  

 
Shannon, Peggy 
  1991 A Cultural Resources Assessment of Four Alternative Locations for the 

Stanislaus County Social Services Complex, Modesto and Ceres, Stanislaus 
County, California.  Study #ST-935 on file at the Central California Information 
Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   

 
Supernowicz, D. 
  2005 Whitmore Project New Tower (“NT”) Submission Packet, FCC Form 620.  Study 

#ST-5903 on file at the Central California Information Center, California State 
University, Stanislaus.   

 
U. S. General Land Office 
 1853- GLO Plat Map for Township 4 South, Range 9 East.  On file at the Central  
 1854 California Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   
 
 
 



 

 6

U. S. Geological Survey 
 1941 Modesto West 15’ Quadrangle Map.  On file at the Central California 

Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   
 
 1953 Brush Lake, CA 7.5’ Quadrangle Map.  On file at the Central California 

Information Center, California State University, Stanislaus.   
 
 
 



Project Area

SOURCE:  TOPO! National Geographic Holdings, California CD-ROM, USGS 7.5' Ceres, CA 1987; Brush Lake, CA 1976, SCALE: 1:24,000.

CALIF

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

o

mN

TN

15.5

0                  0.5                 1
KILOMETERS

MILES

0                               0.5                               1

Figure 1.  Project Location Map.

WCSP Ceres Project
Ceres, Stanislaus County, California
2008



Project Area

Potential Historic 
      Structures

SOURCE:  TOPO! National Geographic Holdings, California CD-ROM, USGS 7.5' Ceres, CA 1987; Brush Lake, CA 1976, SCALE: 1:24,000.

CALIF

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

o

mN

TN

15.5

0                  0.5                 1
KILOMETERS

MILES

0                               0.5                               1

Figure 2.  Potential Historic Structure Location Map.

WCSP Ceres Project
Ceres, Stanislaus County, California
2008



Project Area

SOURCE:  TOPO! National Geographic Holdings, California CD-ROM, USGS 7.5' Ceres, CA 1987; Brush Lake, CA 1976, SCALE: 1:24,000.

CALIF

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

o

mN

TN

15.5

0                  0.5                 1
KILOMETERS

MILES

0                               0.5                               1

Figure 3.  Previously Surveyed Area Location Map.

WCSP Ceres Project
Ceres, Stanislaus County, California
2008

PREVIOUSLY  
SURVEYED

UNSURVEYED
        AREA



 
Bay Area Division Phone: 510.524.3991 
900 Modoc St Fax: 510.524.4419 
Berkeley, California 94707 www.pacificlegacy.com 
 

Central Coast & Business Division  1525 Seabright Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95062 831-423-0588 831-423-0587 Fax 
Pacific Basin Division 332 Uluniu St. Kailua, HI 96734 808-263-4800 808-263-4300 Fax 
Sierra and Central Valley Division 3081 Alhambra Dr., Suite 208 Cameron Park, CA 95682 530-677-9713 530-677-9762 Fax 

 
  
March 3, 2008 
 
Larry Myers 
Native American Heritage Commission 
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, PL 2105-01 
 
Dear Mr. Myers: 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property located between Whitmore Avenue and Service Road, Ceres, Stanislaus County, 
California.  Lamphier-Gregory and the City of Ceres intend to develop a specific 
growth/development plan for the Ceres West planning Area. 
 
Please review the Sacred Lands Inventory to determine if there are any areas of concern to local 
Native American Groups within the project area.  The attached map provides the area of potential 
impact on the Ceres, CA and Brush Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.  This project is located in 
Township 4S, Range 9E, Section 17.  
 
Please send us a list of interested Native American groups for Stanislaus County.  We will be 
contacting those groups for consultation.  Should you need further information, I can be reached 
at (510) 524-3991.  Thank you for your kind attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Elena Reese 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
 
 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres, CA and Brush Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Tule River Indian Tribe 
Neil Peyron, Chairperson 
P. O. Box 589 
Porterville, CA 93258 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. Peyron, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Jay Johnson, Spiritual Leader 
5235 Allred Road 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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North Valley Yokuts Tribe 
Katherine Erolinda Perez 
P. O. Box 717 
Linden, CA 95236 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Ms. Perez, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Anthony Brochini, Chairperson 
P. O. Box 1200 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. Brochini, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Kevin Day, Chairperson 
P. O. Box 699 
Tuolumne, CA 95379 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. Day, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Mary Camp, Tribal Administrator 
P. O. Box 699 
Tuolumne, CA 95379 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Ms. Camp, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Les James, Spiritual Leader 
P. O. Box 1200 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. James, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Stanley Cox, Cultural Resources Director 
P. O. Box 699 
Tuolumne, CA 95379 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Mr. Cox, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Reba Fuller 
P. O. Box 699 
Tuolumne, CA 95379 
 
March 20, 2008 
 
Re: WCSP Ceres Project, Ceres, Stanislaus County, (#PL-2105-01) 
 
Dear Ms. Fuller, 
 
We have been retained by Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological assessment for a 
property bounded by West Whitmore Avenue, East Service Road, Crows Landing Road, and 
Ustick Road in the City of Ceres, Stanislaus County, California. Lamphier-Gregory and the City of 
Ceres are developing a specific growth plan for the project area.  
 
The attached map provides the area of potential impact indicated on the Ceres, CA and Brush 
Lake, CA 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles.   
 
The Sacred Lands Inventory on file with the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) 
has been reviewed.  This review failed to indicate the presence of cultural resources in the 
immediate project area.  The NAHC provided us with your name as a contact to identify any 
locations of concern to local Native American Groups within the project area.  If appropriate, 
please provide us with any information you may have regarding locations of concern in the 
project area.  This information will be used for project planning and will be kept confidential.  If 
you do not feel it is appropriate to divulge the type of resource, it can be noted as 
“environmentally sensitive area". 
 
You may respond by mail, email, phone, or visit our office in Berkeley to inspect our research 
files.  We anticipate receiving your reply within 14 days. At present, there is no date for start of 
construction.  If you have any questions, please contact me, at (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you 
for your kind attention to this matter.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese, M.A. 
Staff Archaeologist 
Bay Area Division 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
Attachment: Project Area on the Ceres and Brush Lake 7.5’ USGS Quadrangles 
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3/04/08 
 
McHenry Museum and Historical Society 
1402 I Street 
Modesto, CA 95354 
 
Re:  Request for historical information regarding the WCSP Ceres Project, City, Stanislaus County, 
PL#2105-01 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Pacific Legacy, Inc. has contracted with Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological 
assessment for a project between Whitmore Avenue and Service Road at Crows Landing Road, 
Ceres, Stanislaus County, California.  Proposed project activities include the development of a 
specific growth plan for the Ceres West Planning Area.  The project area is indicated on the 
enclosed map. 
 
We are seeking information regarding the history of the project area and would appreciate your 
contacting us if you can offer any such information.  We are in the process of conducting a 
records search with the California Historical Resources Information System, and are contacting 
the Native American Heritage Commission and local Native American contacts. 
 
You may respond by mail, e-mail, or phone. At present, there is no date for start of construction. 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at, (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you for your kind 
attention to this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese 
Staff Archaeologist 
900 Modoc St. 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
Ph. 510-524-399, ext 5 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
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3/04/08 
 
Patterson Township Historical Society 
100 E. Las Palmas Avenue 
Patterson, CA 95363 
 
Re:  Request for historical information regarding the WCSP Ceres Project, City, Stanislaus County, 
PL#2105-01 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
Pacific Legacy, Inc. has contracted with Lamphier-Gregory to conduct an archaeological 
assessment for a project between Whitmore Avenue and Service Road at Crows Landing Road, 
Ceres, Stanislaus County, California.  Proposed project activities include the development of a 
specific growth plan for the Ceres West Planning Area.  The project area is indicated on the 
enclosed map. 
 
We are seeking information regarding the history of the project area and would appreciate your 
contacting us if you can offer any such information.  We are in the process of conducting a 
records search with the California Historical Resources Information System, and are contacting 
the Native American Heritage Commission and local Native American contacts. 
 
You may respond by mail, e-mail, or phone. At present, there is no date for start of construction. 
 If you have any questions, please contact me at, (510) 524-3991, ext. 5.  Thank you for your kind 
attention to this matter. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Elena Reese 
Staff Archaeologist 
900 Modoc St. 
Berkeley, CA 94707 
Ph. 510-524-399, ext 5 
reese@pacificlegacy.com 
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