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NEWS RELEASE 
 

For Immediate Release: February 3, 2012 at 2 pm 
News Release Contact: Jose Berber, Administrative Sergeant 

Email: jose.berber@ci.ceres.ca.us  
Phone: (209) 538-5719 

 
57 Year old Man Stabbed in the Back  

 
Ceres, California – On February 3, 2012, at 10:37 AM, a 57 year old Ceres man was 
stabbed in the back as he stood on the 1600 block of Hatch Road.  The victim was 
holding an advertisement sign for a local business when a six foot tall man approached 
him from behind.  The victim felt a sharp pain in his back and saw the suspect run 
northbound, towards the shopping center across the street. 
 
The victim managed to walk to the Ceres Gold Buyers business, where police and 
emergency medical services were notified.  When Ceres Police Officers arrived on 
scene, the victim had a steak knife buried in his back, with the handle protruding from 
between his shoulder blades.  The victim was able to provide a description of the 
suspect prior to losing consciousness as he was rushed to a local hospital.  
 
Ceres Police Officers found a man matching the description given by the victim behind 
the vacant Raley’s store across the street.  The man was behaving erratically, as if he 
was under the influence of a narcotic or was suffering from psychological problems.  
Police found another steak knife in his possession, matching the knife in the victim’s 
back.   Police are currently attempting to positively identify the suspect, as he did not 
have any form of identification in his possession, is uncooperative, and has refused to 
give officers his name.   
 
The victim is currently in surgery and is considered to be in critical condition.  The 
motive for the attack has not yet been determined.  Ceres Detectives are on scene, 
canvassing the area for evidence and witnesses.  Ceres Detectives are asking anyone 
with any information on this case to contact Detective Sergeant Rob Robbins at (209) 
538-5672, or the Stanislaus Area Crime Stoppers at: 

 
Stanislaus Area Crime Stoppers. 
Phone number:  1-866-60-CRIME 
Text Tips:  “274637” TIP704 in the wording 
Website:  www.modestopolice.com/crimestoppers    
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